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An Exploratory Study on the Introduction of Basic Income in the
Jeju Region
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Abstract
Sung-Bae Park / Duk-Soon Yang

This study explores the feasibility of introducing a basic income in Jeju Special
Self-Governing Province and proposes a regionally tailored policy model. Increasing
challenges such as population aging, labor market instability, and regional decline have
raised the need for new social safety nets beyond conventional welfare systems.

This study examines the theoretical background of basic income and reviews major
domestic and international policy experiments. It further analyzes Jeju's institutional
autonomy and socio-economic characteristics, with particular attention to the potential
of common resources such as wind power and groundwater as financial sources.

Based on these analyses, the study proposes a ‘Jeju-type basic income model’
financed through revenues generated from common resources and implemented through
a phased approach. The model also considers linking payments with local currency to
promote regional economic circulation.

The results suggest that a resource-based basic income could serve as a feasible
regional welfare strategy while supporting social stability and sustainable regional
development in Jeju.

Keywords: Basic income, jeju special self-governing province, common resources,
citizen dividend, regional policy
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