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A Case Study of Regional Administrative Consolidation Policy
- Focusing on administrative consolidation in Daegu and Gyeongbuk
and administrative consolidation in Gwangju and Jeonnam -
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Abstract
Daewook Kim

Recently, there have been nationwide discussions in Korea on regional administrative
consolidation. This is in response to the urgent need for sustainable survival and growth
of regions, as a result of regional extinction and concentration in metropolitan areas.
This study conducted a case study on the Daegu-Gyeongbuk administrative
consolidation and Gwangju-Jeonnam administrative consolidation, which were the most
actively promoted among metropolitan administrative consolidations. The main findings
of the study are as follows: In both regions, policies were promoted by a policy leader
who was the head of a local government, and each promotion organization, research
institution, and research alternative were prepared. However, at that level,
Daegu-Gyeongbuk administrative consolidation, which started first, was more advanced
than Gwangju-Jeonnam administrative consolidation. Additionally, it can be observed
that while the Daegu-Gyeongbuk administrative consolidation led to a debate through
the Public Debate Committee and a practical alternative, the Gwangju-Jeonnam

administrative consolidation ended without entering the public debate stage.

Keywords: Regional administrative consolidation, Daegu-Gyeongbuk administrative
consolidation, Gwangju-Jeonnam administrative consolidation
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