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A Study on the Relationship Between the Choice of
Elected Local Executive Officers and Regional Economic

Development
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Abstract
Ye-Seung Kim / Kwang-Goo Kim

It it more than timely as well as important that the study on the topic is to
be undertaken since local executive officers elected by the public are being
given an enormous authorities and various roles as representing the public, and
therefore they are considered as a critical factor that have a significant impact
on the region concerned. The study aims to examine a research hypothesis that
elected local executive officer may affect the regional economic development
and growth by using a positive analytic method, and thus proposes a practical
implication relating to the selection or election of local executive officers based
upon the analyses.

In the sense, the study examines the types and importance of elected local
executive officers and then selects the impact factors for developing a regional
economy by adopting a growth model of regional economy. According to a
positive analysis, the impact levels of regional economic development were
shown to be differed depending upon the types of elected local executive
officers. In particular, the administrator type of local executive officers appeared
to have a more critical impact on the regional economic development compared
with politician, business manager, or specialist types of officers. It is thus
necessary to consider electing the administrator type of local executive officers
in case where the public is to determine who they delegate their authorities.
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Analysis on the Determinants of Leadership Continuity of

the Elected Officials of LLocal Government

Abstract
Sung-Woo Hong

The purpose of this study is to explore the determinants of three-term
reelection(leadership continuity) of chief official of local government from the
first local election to the third local election period empirically. For the analysis,
the elected officers of local governments(232) such as city, county and ward are
categorized into the third-term elected officers(41) and just one time elected
officers(37) by leadership continuity, that is, success or failure of reelection.
Then, the personal characteristics such as age and education, the regional
features like population, workers of manufacturing and service sector, local tax
per person, and the policy orientation of the elected local officers are selected
as the independent variables for the empirical model.

As a result of the binary logistic regression analysis, first of all, the degree
of education of the local government heads influence on the leadership
continuity, three-term reelection as the personal characteristics. Second, the
number of workers of manufacturing and service sector also plays a
determinant of leadership continuity of the elected officials at the level of local
autonomy positively. Finally the portion of fiscal spending on economic
development for vitalizing the regional economy is examined as an another key
determinant for securing leadership continuity through reelection of local

government heads.
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