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Analysis on the Determinants of Leadership Continuity of

the Elected Officials of LLocal Government

Abstract
Sung-Woo Hong

The purpose of this study is to explore the determinants of three-term
reelection(leadership continuity) of chief official of local government from the
first local election to the third local election period empirically. For the analysis,
the elected officers of local governments(232) such as city, county and ward are
categorized into the third-term elected officers(41) and just one time elected
officers(37) by leadership continuity, that is, success or failure of reelection.
Then, the personal characteristics such as age and education, the regional
features like population, workers of manufacturing and service sector, local tax
per person, and the policy orientation of the elected local officers are selected
as the independent variables for the empirical model.

As a result of the binary logistic regression analysis, first of all, the degree
of education of the local government heads influence on the leadership
continuity, three-term reelection as the personal characteristics. Second, the
number of workers of manufacturing and service sector also plays a
determinant of leadership continuity of the elected officials at the level of local
autonomy positively. Finally the portion of fiscal spending on economic
development for vitalizing the regional economy is examined as an another key
determinant for securing leadership continuity through reelection of local

government heads.
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