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Analysis of Competence Level Perception of Female Public
Officials in Local Government
- Focusing on Comparison of Competence Level Perception
between Men and Women -

Abstract
Woong-Seon Choi / Jin-Man Lee / Seo-Yeon Choi
The purpose of this study is to identify the characteristics of female public officials’
competence perception by analyzing differences in perceptions of competence levels
between men and women. To this end, a questionnaire survey was conducted on the
current competence level and the future competence level for the public officials in “A”
local government, utilizing the local government competence model developed by the Local
Government Officials Development Institute in 2010. The main Findings are summarized as
follows. The 6th grade female public officials perceived the current level of competence as
lower than that of the male public officials as a whole. However, they perceived the future
competence level as the same as that of male public officials, and their gap between
current and future competency levels was larger than that of the male public officials.
Female public officials below 7th grade perceived both the current competence level and
the future competence level lower than male public officials. However, the gap between
men and women decreased at the level of future competence. As a result of the interview
survey to find out the causes of the high goal setting of the 6th grade female public
officials, it was suggested that they is the burden given by the 6th grade level in Provincial
Government Office and the desire of female public officials to make up for their
disadvantages in placement.

Keywords: Female Public Official, Competence, Competence Gap between Men and
Women, Competence Enhancement, Local Government Officials
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