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A Research on the Political Influence on Targeted Funding for
Public Elementary Schools
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Abstract
Jaehwan Baek / Jungho Park

This study examines the effect of political influence on the allocation of targeted
funding in the field of education policy. For this purpose, empirical analysis was
conducted on the determinants of targeted funding for public elementary schools located
in the metropolitan area, Chungcheong, Gyeongsang, and Jeolla Province. For the
empirical analysis we collected the financial expenses of public elementary school from
2011 to 2017 FIY. In the analysis we divided independent variables into two groups:
school characteristics, political variables. Human and physical factors, educational
programs, and regional characteristics at the schools level were included in the
analytical model as control variables. In particular, to confirm the political influence on
the targeted funding, we added the interaction effect of the number of students, before
and after the election period, and the parental expenses per student into the model. The
fixed effect model was used as an analytical method. The research results are as follows.
First, the school where the externally employed principal is working has secured more
amount of targeted funding. Second, it was confirmed that the targeted funding was
allocated more in the year immediately before the election regardless of political
orientations of superintendent(i.e., progress and conservative parties). This result
indicates that the political influence affects the allocation of targeted funding in addition
to the original purpose of the funding. This study provides some implications in that
political influence play a sufficient role in resource allocation process. Particularly, it is
meaningful to reveal that political favor political allocation exists to maximize the
expected votes ahead of the election, and allocated funding tends to go more to regions

that have large schools and excellent social and economic conditions.

Keywords: targeted funding, political influence factor on financial resource allocation,
stochastic voting theory, basic operation cost of school
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