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An Exploratory Study on the Status and Role of Local Council and
Promotion of Autonomous Decentralization
- Discussion on Organizational Form -
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Abstract
Taeyoung Kim
The study attempts to disclose the desirable relationship between the local council and
the mayor in Korea. Recently, Presidential Committee on Autonomy and Decentralization
announced that they would prompt the local autonomy and decentralization with a road
map. The road map allows residents to select how the relationship between the mayor
and the local council should be set up. The study explored in advance some cases with
the desirable relationship on England, USA, and France which are known as references on
local autonomy and decentralization. Consequently, it consulted 12 experts and
professors on some more structured questions: big and small questions being chained.
The results shows that they better propose “a strong local council type” in the near future
though it is inevitable to keep “strong mayor type” now. For the time being, small sized
regions may introduce a new style of managing local government by local council and it

will spread across the nation in the future.

Keywords: Strong Local Council, Strong Mayor Type, Local Autonomy, Decentralization
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