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An Analysis on Characteristics of Voters in the 2018 Local
Election: Focusing on comparison with the 2006 Local Election
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Abstract
Sangjoon Ka

This study aims at finding characteristics of voters behavior when the election
outcome is clearly expected. Particularly, the study examines the characteristics of the
voters who were identified with the government party and those who were identified
with the opposition party are examined when the government party is expected to win
by a landslide like the 2018 local elections. In order to look closely at the characteristics
of voters, the study investigates voting behavior of the electorate in the 2006 local
election where a landslide victory of the main opposition party was expected contrary to
the 2018 local election. The results showed that supporters of the party located in a
favorable situation had a strong tendency of sincere voting and straight voting in both
2018 and 2006 local elections. On the other hand, it was expected that supporters of the
party in a unfavorable situation show high sincere voting and straight voting to rally, but
the expectation did not meet. In addition, the results showed when the ruling party was
in favor the voting choices of the government party supporters were different from the
voting choices of opposition supporters when the opposition party was in favor.

It is hard to say that these results are the general voting behavior of party supporters.
Nevertheless, the study is very meaningful in terms of that it closely analyzes the
characteristics of voting behavior of the Korean electorate, especially those with party

identification in relation to election conditions.

Keywords: local election, sincere voting, straight voting, party identification, party
preference, voting behavior
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