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Abstract
Hyue-Su Ha / Nam-Kyu Woo / Sang-Woo Seok

The purpose of this paper is to explore the determinants of public acceptance through
the survey of Sungju county residents who have been suffered from the THAAD
deployment. This paper analyzed the effect of interests, conceptual frame, hard feelings
on public acceptance through the structural equation model. The results of this analysis
showed that interests, conceptual frame, and hard feelings have a significant negative
effect on public acceptance, especially hard feelings embedded in Korean culture have
the most negative effect on acceptance. In theoretical aspects, the paper suggests that
Western acceptance theories need to consider the hard feelings embedded in Korean
culture as well as the value, personal beliefs, and interests. In practical aspects, the
paper also proposes that Korean government should switch its focus from compensation
for regional loss and trust building with residents to the dissolution of hard feeling such

as individual resentment and anger in siting the hazardous public facilities.
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